
ao^rtltcfllott Luil<l

Souped-LLp sa'tlers

llottesthulls on lhs SeYgn Sea6

today are lh€ tast and

unpredlctable plaring sollboala

Dlt.\, Tl, \r.r.r' r.r r.r'r sail,rr r,, hrr hrrs

| '.rrr lrvln l,.ft slattir*:rr,'Lrn,l irr

t[c nlrrrox\rlr Lueksas[ oi a potcr-
l),)al Iirs ('n (x (.xsii)rr rr isherl violrrrth
frrr just enough spood lo sizzl(! up 1r)

the lellorv anrlsal a ferv torrls. Short
of nllachinl{ rockcts, his lx,st l)( t l(,-
rla! is to irrest in a t)hnin* sxilbr):rl.
'lhr pllncrs art liglrt, tough littlc
crilit th:rl c:ln makr:rnlrvhrrr lronr
l:.: l,):.li n)t,)r, nrorr'than r'nough ior
ar ,)\\lrer lr, ,xr'asiortllf (,njr'\' lllp
altoqlthlr lolclv sctrsatiorr oi Itat ins
a {as-lrurntr behinrl.

:\lnr,st rs surl)risir)*, :r gorrl lrlarr{'r
\\i1l lllk. r ( r isirrg !il( ht thr{.(.tin)r's
ils L rl]lh \ il h r,) t roul)L,.rl ll. I ntil
rr{.r,rtl) ('r,. (,f t lrl u'rslrrrkaLl, uri,'rrrs
ol saillroal iLsirrr ha,l l,r.l.n tl)lr lhe
bigg, r th{' h,at, lht lrstr.r shr gr(s.
This rrutLrr l lr\ ('l nxiling $:rs irsl
tun)sl tol)sl -turvl lrv arr ! n llish
h:rral:rrrhil{{ r nrnrlrl ('lla l'irr. l ox.
:r nlllr tl('1{{l fr)r his ull',rlhorL,\i(,s,
clxiulr tr) grt nrost r,f his irleas *hile
run)in:rting in tl)(, l){tlr. 1()llce, iu:tlr-
s$r'r tr) ir n,(ltlrsl f(,r Ii)\'s p()rtrrit
fronr u highll rcspectable pul,licatiorr,
thr Nrchit'{ 1 s"nt Inrg n t)hotogral,lr
shich shoserl l)inr rr{linir)(, -\rchi-
nrtrltslikr, in bis lub. 

'\\'hethrr lirx sl)t his i,lou ir)r th,,
planing h!ll in th. tul) or not. hc,irsr
trieri it Iat.k in llli,!r, a classoisnrall
l1-frrrt rlinghi|s ktro\\ n as thr. lnt0r
nalionrl I l. 'fh.' 1Js !vcr. a clubhY
lilllf l,urrlr $hr) h:r(l just g('tlrr)

rlrun(l 1o sl:rn(l.rilizirUi tlrt'ir lrullrL'
sign so61.lri111 slrrn l'or rlttirlrrl t,r
crtck tlro class.

Irr,\ t'!)k 1l)r, basir' rhsign. rrlirrerl
it, shirrlt r(l tlre bo\ antl Ilartr,nr,rl
th,, lir{'s ,ril. IlI nunrrl tl! n.sult.
..l nqr.lt \!rs an rlt nlrrtre. .1",r1,r-
rr \rs nrrtlling less thun a nrrr arrrl
sr)rnr'$ h:rt f( ars,'rrrr.{ ,)rl(r.pt in stiliIlg.

'f ll{' big-1")ats-l)rat-stnall-borts

rule rvas baserl i)n the fact lhat everl'
lloilt uurlrr\\'a] cr|at(.s r l)(,\\' \\'ir\'(
:rnrl ir rlern lrl\ i,. ,\s a la* of lrhlsics,
it is inrpossi|lc for such u t\rr$av|
sJ st|rrr tirtrrr\ol n)rlch f:rsl(r thao l.l;
linlr,s th( srtuxrp root ,,1 llrI rlistllrct
lr.l\ra'n lhf l\\'o rr(.sts $lri(h is tho
sx rIlisl ||c! s tl,r' l)o:rl'r \\:rlrrlill|
l(,ngth. S(, r'\(r\ c,,r\i,lrlior:rl sril-
}l(,rt \as cnugllt in u trirp of its ,rsrr
nrlrkir)t: ns far r,s tolt slnl(l \'as (.r)r)-
c{,rn(.(1. -{n) ttr,lnl}t tr) pile on can\ as

anrl irrr:rrast lh{ sp{{{l h(.},,n(l thc
n tur l nrr)iinrunr rr.sLrltrrl irr lrigger
an(l hi|{h.,r hrnr irnd slrrn \\':rvrs \\'hoso
rlrrtrl rrullili"rl lhc uild({l tr)\\1'r.

'l lrr..1,,r,r,r. on llri'('lh{'r l) h(1,

Ntrs so light an.l insl I h:rt shf junrtxll
rig)11 ul) rr) lrr.r ,,su lxr* rrN\r. llnlil
;r \\irs urrl',rhr,rlh hr'r lllllsl. Ihi'l
lrlanIrl al,rng ,'n lrrr l!'tt('n) lik,, it
surlllrrrrrl. 'l lrr'stIrn \\':rl'r' \\ rrs l,nl.t i

calll clinrirrrttrrl rrntl :rl,rnt sith it thr.
linritation,rrr sgx,r,l. Iirr uls rltlight
{rl ti) lln(l tlrrl .lr',l'r, r Iir.Dt ril{ht rrtr

qairri f rvith r lrr.sh,'niug \ iuil .rs l, 'ntl

wlr,rGll{G oowr.wrnD, Lrr, rnrli, nxl
lin(l in iLrll lhnir( r!i-i i,'n. Dr:'riiD(

as hr'r crt* couil kr'(,1) tlte lJi)ut ot) its

.,lrrrrrr sil-s t,ron)1,(l-v (,ntrr(,il iD
thc 1(4) lllt{.n)ali,'rral l{ racr,, tho
I'rinct of \\'aL.s Cup. In thrt racp,
l'or lal,gnl I I ('l l)is r1)rntrl itors on
the 1\{Fnri[, c('rrrs":rnrl sorr tlr0 r:rcc
l,] litr minu1.s. -{s alr rtrcorr.. hlsaillrl
lh(' ll-fr()t ..1|irlrrr a, ross tlr| Chan-
nel a ie:rl in ilsolf, r o Lr I lur rt, s hcrc
ht' s-on thre| rarts irr tNo th5s. His
racr,sr:orr.for tllr, lcilr \\'lls ;-):l llrsts,
t\1, sr{1)n(ls and thrr.r: thirds. \\'ith a
grrrrl sittrl lrrorrrlsirlr., ..1lr rr,/rr wouLl
r',rrrrl u;r arrrl Irlarri.. ar'r'rl,.rlrtin( fronr
sir t,' l:l kr)ots so first tlllll shc l',lt
h{.r fr.lLr$' Inl{'nraliontll lJs bohind
lo rll rnrl trLsoLtr.

llistoricalll, --1r'r rrl r rlirl nrort for
sailirrg I Iarr pror i'lt r srrlrlrior lrrtr.r-
n.rtioral ll. Sh{, $rs thr. t)r,,gori1,)r
oi thousantls ol planirrg lrouts thut
changr,rl tlrr'conrplr.\ion of racing for
th,rse llho joinorl th(.re\r cllsses. I'i)r
instrrlc(', th(,h{ r{.tr)lrrrc rlull anrl slir-
itless businrss of irrltinI'{ itr ,rtt tlre
loar|'rs on rhc (lr,\\nrvir(l llgs !r'us
(lonI r$ a\' \\'il h. (; i\ err a s,rxl brrr.zr.,
thr (1,)$r\rirrl lr.g of a trlarrirrg rar'(,is
markr.d b1 a rtuick scrirnrIlc rri cr{,\r's
trl ing 1o jrrk|r' th,,ir hrrlls int,r 1,larr
ing I(!siti0r th{'insltlnl tht rn:rrk is
rounrltl. 'l hI lirsr nr:rr l,' t)larI hjs
1,,,:rt |arr nrlrkr, (lrrr{ or f,,ur h,)al
l"ngtlrs ,,rr Ilrl slorrlr l,llons. Årrrl
sustrinirrg thr' t)lnn(, lrils lrr<rrnrr. arr

:rrl in itsIlf. ,\ [ull t)larr's l,(sl \\]r.I
,.,, i {i /

r:r1rgr.i -:t. ,'rl Ilng
-r:,:'ll l ir, rlt rl,.. ':'i1..

'5i



ttlXllo contii{.d

almost flat on the wster and the crevs
have to be willin8 to hsnS outlide of
their cråft like trspezr srtists to keep
them R8t. In fact some cla.gs€s de'
veloped "trspezes" strung from the
mast to facilitate just thiE.

In th€ beginning noteverybodyap-
proved, of course. Theearly Fox design
w!! tricky, prone to gwerve like a ro-
deo bronc, The scrobstics required
put s premium on belly and leg mus-
cle. But winning ir winning. Not long
allet Aft oer'a debut, the whole ln-
ternational l4 class was going to Fox
lor their boats, The 143 became hot
rods, "A AoatinS bundle of nerveo,"
snapped one såilor who remained
rmorg the uncorvilced.

"A disease," sgrees George O'Day,
the leading U.S, planing8ailboat man.
"The Intemstionsl 14 keepr you
scrrd. You never know what it'g
going to do to you. I love it."

O'Day w8s inlected in Bermuda in
19,t9, E time when the planing bo8t
*res just becoming known in the U.S.
A trsNportation inEurance erpert, ha
w8s a top Marblehead small-boat Eail-
or, snd in the natural cours€ of things
would prob8bly hgve become one of
our best men in the big occan-racing
yachk if he hadn't stepp€d into an
Internltio sl 14. He hasn't been real-
ly happy in anything bigger rince.

AlkO'D8y sbout International 148

rnd he will probsbly tell you 8bout
the regatta he sailed up in Canada
last yeår.

"This race," ssid O'Dsy, in s re.
cent telling, "rras held at the tsil end
of 8 hurricsne. Thirty-1wo of us ltsrt-
ed out on s ffat plane for the mark,
but as the first five of u8 turned it, all
hell broke looge. A hsrd pufl hit, th€
first boSt wa! d'r8ms8ted, the second
lost her gails, the third-me-wa8
blow[ clesl out of the water and c!p-
Eized, the fourth's rudder snapped
and they cspsized. The fffth tried to
sloid thechaos and c8p8ized too. The
r€st of the neet plsned into thi! mess
8t 12 to l5 knots. Not only n'ere
we trying to survive in $ater cold
enough to freez,e, but we had to fend
of boats thst rsn .ight over us, com-
pletely out of control."

It's eåsy to see thåt had planing
been confined to the lil class, it would
not have hsd a big follovinS. Not
everyone needa quite thst much ex-
citement. Shortly aft€r the war, how-
ever, deoigners in England and on the
ContiDent began to tame the plan-
ing hull. They produced a dozen nciv
pl&ning classes (see bor), most ol
them of gentler temperåmeot thån
the l,l. Bost makers tumed out well
over 3,000 hulls to these desiSnE. In
the U.S. the lesding makerE rr'€rc
Douglaes & Mcl,eod, who produced
the populrr Thistle. In Engl8nd,
Fsirey Msrin€ Ltd., manufacturcr of

the lamous Mooquito bomber durinS
the war, found thst the hot-molding
process th8t produced th€ Mdquito
waa also a 6ne s'ay to make s sail-
bost. Soon Fairey Marine'r querter-
inch-thick plywood plsnin8 hulls
wer€ coming out at the rrte ol sever-
al hundred a y€ar. To gtaft, Fsirey
8ot Ufr8 Fox to draw them up I l2-
foot planer called the Firefly, Frirey
now mak€8 e Firefly a dsy (ir ssil-
bo8ting, this iB mass production). At
600 planing hulle a year, the compa-
ny is curr€ntly the largest mrnulsc-
turer of sailboat bulls in the world.
In the U.S. the dirtributor for Fairey
Marine ir George O'Day.

"I've rold almoBt 700 plsniog
boats," said O'Day, "mostly from
Fairey. I started ffve planing classes
over here. In some crses I practically
geve awåy th€ 6rst hulls in the class
to get it going,"

llowever, after O'Day introduced
the si'ift Jolly Boat Class to Msrble-
hesd R8ce Week the result s,as 8o
spectacular that O'Day sas sble to
discontinue his giye8wsy program
8hortly therealter.

"They stsrted us out smong the
small bosts," said O'Dsy. "This $r88

on a six-mile course. About 45 min-
utea later we came planing into sight
sround the point, headed right lor
the finish line at 14 knots. They were
still st8rting ofr the laat cla3s6 there,
and we scsttered them like chickens.

'lr.t 3nsll phnlnS hull, the htermtloDsl l{ wå! proto-
t!,pe fo. more recenl plsninS cle3.€r. For nrce.! who pre-
ler ruggcd sslling, like North Amedcsn Ssiling Chrmpion
Ceorge O'Day (al rr.lfl ö?rou), this iB still s favorits type.

alatrat of the lsrge llanina chr3es,g4-foot Raven, needs more
$'ind to plåno thrn smrllor hulls, has more sp€rd thsn conven-
tionel bost-s of similar rize. Only compsrnble boats s3 lsrt sre ihc
rdde, flat-bottom scows, populsr for lakesailing in midw6tem U,S.



'l'lle r ce (orllrrillr,o cr)ulrl'r'l l,.lie\.e
sr. llir(l rnir(lf it arounrl so hst.'l ht.1

thou{ht \1.i| nrissrtl a nrarl<cr anrl
krt't \1.llirrg ilt us lhr0ugh tl)r'ir n){ g-
:rlrll()nls."

"l'llrr.rrg usrs a rrc* tlr.,rr.v,'i -ail-
ir)I'l," s:rirl O'l)x\'. \(,N vt,u car.)
s:ril onotrgh t,, gi\'('\'ou slxtrl in tht
lulls. arrrl lort gr.1 lhr(!rlgh lh{, l)ar(l
yrLrlls ol guts urrrl goorl sailing."

CapsizinI rlo.s not {.\cusi. iln]onc
fri)Dr !he rest oI thr rar'r,.'l'h. c()rr{,.1
rhir)g is to s il riglrr oul oi tlrI r' 1r
sizl itnrl continur. 'l hr calrsizrrl crr'rr.
() l)al ('splains. s$'inrs ir) ,'\rr tlrr,
si,li', rr.ls thl sails lirrcrl u;r grrolrr.rll'
anri subrnarirres the lx):r1 :lL)rrg urlil
tlrr' !v:lt( r sl:rrts to sloslr rrut. 'l'hr.n
lh(J "lr:ril lili. hr'11." ln tlrl' last
$orl(l chtrrli,)nslrit' fr)r Il).;ll:i t)lau-
inI'| class, orrr. l)oirt \r,rt r,\r'r llrrr!,
tirrrl,s ,ln.l slill rr r)ilgt'(l ir r{.slr'1t-
alr[,r,iglrtlr.

,\s grarrdhrtlrrr to this rr'\\ allrl('lic
lrrr.r,rl, O I)al orrcr trirrl to rlpscrilrt,
N[irt pl nin( nrr.ll l to hinr. I hu\'i.
l iltlrrr-in-las. lrl stirl. 'IIi ,,rrrr'
tr,kl nrr.| (;r!,rgr, ) ou sPrrrrl ,,rr"-thir,l
ol l (Jur tirrr on .rr) irrsur.rrrct I'rrsirrtss
$lri(h I)lts lrru a lr nrls,rrrrr, lirirrg.
'l'he other t\\'()-illrrds Iou s1;r,trrl on
sailirrg :rrrrl stllirrg lr,rats rrl,i' lr l,uls
) r,lr l)r:r(lit.llllI rr,,tllirg. '

'''l lrr,rt s no ans${'r to tl)rl. I
gLrcss.' sairl () l)ä)', r'\{" t)r lhrt
I r\llnlrrl to brirrg lrlarrjng to this
countrJ . ' Er.o

LEADING PLAI{ING CLASSES sil'i. si l,l,,n. .t si!',!1,. I s,xl'1,. \.fri,r ,'l
,r i l'' i r'., I,i.., l: Lr r.',:.r- i|r.r GAraraEy

I I tr .:li'r ll^. l:l_, rr fr ti ll1rl .. rl.('!i.
\l:L.n!n llr{r!r. 1.,)\ ,1,^r(D ir lji!,r ,tlrrr.
li,r:,j, t. h', tr'1,1., exOOES 6ANtA
l l rr.. r0 lr^.. l:'1 {r. fr.. i,ii luLl.. ii;i.
tlil)1,. ll,,'r 1 ,,,,ii'Fi IrL.r,i ilrn I nrll,
\rih .lj!,rWi. CAOET lo ir. ri I r. l:,|'1,...:,-'r-..r. f ., ?i!' I' i .. il li. l rln r, ll,-
lLrr \-rrl Srr.tln{ r,ll,njr! li'rr. \.,i \"r!
ta.' (;,!"i rr., .,.r. rxtsrLC li f, t:'r)
1r,.. l;i,.,t. lr - !.li,r l :11.. sl.r;:,", I),,u(lr.s
s \1, 1.,{'I. In,.II,:Lri,.r rn fxr. {,,r}.' L'r
ll. |,,.,1. (,",,1 nil,r r,, I,hr,. \t,^r r",r,uhr

C.l.9o.y lll. 'l l,r. 'rrri,n l',ar.. \\',.i{| or.r
,i'rr L Sl,,r.: r, r,l. ! 'irx!,rr,r,,r! I i'n,l
ll I ir i-,

RÄVEaa ,,ll f,. ! rl., rr!' lt^., :t.0 .,r, tl..
'',- LrLL.. r:t.-.-, ,,, t:.,,i0, \t,,,itrn t'r,r,l.
r'xt" ( ,"i Sl,i, l'Lril,irrr' ( ,'., ,n l', r:. l .,st,5t
n , rr,.,:v lll. \\ill 1tr.ar a s,:,r In r,r.tiunr
:,rI ,,r,\ x:f L. t{tGtaL^taDCF :t.r [r..
.i:i 1l^ :j'li s,r i'. :!li 

'jnljs. 
jj..lii. l)0u(,

' ,.. .! \l, lr','t. ln,. li,',,r)L! r,,!,f,,rrr'r,n ,lr-
.:ur. tl'YlNG FlFtEEr{ :1" f ., il:, ll,s..
lirr-r.ir...i l,Lrl . rl,lll. l ',rr, "r' r ) rehr
S rri!,". rrr l\ .irrr'.-|rl 1,.11 I,[', 'rr 

tt'i,,
\r,"1. r!rrlrirL i r,, ,l,Lr',.

C.l.go.y lv. 'l lL, -!!\. l ilr'r r'r r: r'hn-
in1r ILL:.1.. 1tr 1, i,,r '.r rr lrr{ n,l,r,rit ,'l ,r'rr-
r,,rr,, I lll ILj,r\ :r"rLrt7.!t !'r{r $Lrh
llLi,'r 1,,'\., 11.,, !,, ,,". Sur,:rl,|,Dl! I'i
-r"1r,.."1 tr 'r,:. r,'ri irrt fu:' ,'J rljr {ir,l.
a scow :J. t'.. :1.Itr' ti,... ;iir s,t. 
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l,1rll. ri.i||. \l,l!,. ln,,L, \,'r1,.,l,,lLr'.,,tr
ll"r,i \l ('ri,i l i ' t,,.', :r ,:Lrll,,rr r[.. ,n rr,,.
a,,rl,i '1,,j, ,1",.r tl. trr,r.. C SCOW :i0
Ir..!iiiril'5..ilr;i,1.ft ; rrl'1rll. rl.'i1'',.\l,l-
r,-..l,,lin, ' Sr:'r,',1 In..L $,,rlt. D SCOW

'.1'r Ir , ii;r ll^. 
"l:il.'r. 

ir.. i, Llll-. il.s!,a.
L'ii .', , \1,lr'.. C Scow i: lr,. .;i ll^,,
:tlr.,r. fi rtr'o L t. .l t r'..1,,i.n,,n. \l"tr,,s.
'1,'j, Jr', r ',j:, i:n!,i-.

Cel.go.y l. '1 
" 

1rr lrtll.. \\, i(|| 1,.. rhrn
I'ur 11,...,.,,fr!,,,r,,

lXtEFalAllOt.^( t4 1l ir ll-:1 ll)! lr;rr
.,r fr . rilli' h iLi. il.:lti t,) rl,l:i. I rin!
llr:rn'.,)r l"ir. l)1.::,j..,.{rrinrtrlL! ! |rn!rr{.
l,Lrt rlLir.Lr.. t,n,rL.l,- t,': rh',rDr:i!'r!l (,r.
r"riri,,r. Tr! ,,.,,rt rl'r11,.,,i" ',f 'l!. rn,.
nj.1r r,'rll. 606 l,iirir '.1\irll){. I','r!r.fr.
'li'IrLls. Jl.irr'. l. :L:r' r'.,,r 1j, r. .\l|,'r rs h,,t
r- lh', I l. l'rl r.n,i, -rtrl'L'. llull :- -1r. h.,l
r'rr :r.ls:L)1,,r,,1 r,, \arr'. (i,'" Lil' r l" r,l,
if lirir rii.,IO(LY aOAY lr ir.,:ll'1 i1,.,
r'i,'.1. fr.. l,lr' lLill.. rl lli. 1..,j.j r',,,r,.
r,irilI rlar,l:'nirz! '1. {,.' "r,,,\t !,,,r1.,-.
( rt)rl'1, ,t ::,j In.'r!. Irf. l!'_ ,.Lul) r,!.rnl:.

rLYlirG olrlcH AN l!r fi. I'r i . iril
1,. lljl r!, .l'r' {j. fr., .j,trr l ll-. .l r,,,r r,,
:l ;l', :l -., r 'il' i {L. i.L:ft. S',il1..
(L,t I "). .! {rn,:1, . ,, ,J \ ,-: L r. :L ., \1'l
jn irrLj i'D I -r:l l rL.r,\r 'f i:rr, r,ff LD fr'rii-
ui)r tr ir,ls. L,in,! r', ;,ri 1r',i .,,'lLr ir rrir' N in'l
,'r i,,,r,:t \.rll.r Irrinlili i'r:j.l i\'r!'r. l:\
o il, hr hlt, .,111.., lr! i.( i l!'r ll'rio ()lrr:,r!\.

Fl ilOl{OtYPE ll i', ! ir.3r'1 ll's.,
lll -1. Ir. ::i I'rLi., il.'r,|, I.i'rr'r.,,ri'r:.
()fr r',,I' , r'rl. :.t I \ I'rrr, 

" ],rL,l. '1 1,,,

rltr:,,,1,,,r.*,,'f .,! Lr(.r:Lr',ifr l'irr,.,tIrL
Li..rrr,lri ir7..1. I'n.1,, I f,,rt l., lrrii,'r, r'nrr,rrs.

c.t69or, rr. llull- \,.iIr, l:,]r li,- 'r ,^. l,!l
l'.1r. r"n,.r)l\ !'{!r ..!{": iLr L, ,r':ral,i:l'
r! ri,, !rr,11,,:\ Il"'.,.
FIREFLY I:l i'., lirr ir r. 'rr I. fr.. :l;:i
Lu1l.,. ri.il. f.,itr,r. ( ,,ri r:,'.lj -r:,r lr.i,z,.l,
1",\r'r'..r, 'r',,r ri, -!.:... 

^LBACOFEl; lr.. :l'ri' 1,. l:1, nr lr. irr irrils, rl'\:,.
li.'in j. l),.rrn, I i'. L I ", .r I :],'rjlr' r,L,Dihr:
l"*t. li):r'llr,lr -rr,h,lrrrrr, l..rE.lra ll
fr.,:l,l; r.,:lij', 1r,.., ll,; r,i. ft.,3l:l hui:s,
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f,rn l lYing l"iir,r n. ,,rll .u,1r-Jul Itlanirtr i,4l b,,at. I
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l i\ iDq I -' {i, .ixn \ Ilif h r, ri lt.
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