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I 1il. is tlre li;st lirrre llrrrt l \trrltl r lLrrI-
piortslrrp lr.r. lttr lrelrl iI tlti. (()liltlt\..llt(l t\
il lrlllc\l()f! ir 1lr, |1,'1'1," ol Sotrllt \lrrr'lrn
rr ilirl.

I Lrt lltL l).rrt I I r!,ill\ tltr'r! ltil\ lrr'r'il ir

So[1lt \ltitrrt I!;|]t ilt 1l)( 51i5 \\or lds \lr.'r
e\fr llte \ lr.rrr lItil. Irrri r(iltr trlrr. \lrt rr tlrr'
\\Lrrlrl' rrrr, irl I il l{,)(ll( ll(. I lrrrtr. il utrr
qrloporetl llrlrl SoLrllt \1tir'.r ln' tltr, n!\l
\!llrl!. S\\ l< \. ltrrtrr'rr't. r(rll\i(l('t((l lilitl
l)()lilr(irll\ llr, lirtrL \\ii\ n(r1 tirltl.

Iit\l \aill in ( oPr'rrllrrtr'rt. SoLIllt \lritlt
\\lt\ il!itiil l)r{rl)rr\{'(1. ill](i llti\ lil))!' it((al)lf(1.

\t) ,)\( tilll |lilf ()l (ilIlllirjrn. irrr',rlrin!
ltttntirLtl. ()l l)!'ol)le .ln(l lll()llsiilr(l\ ill tlliilt-
It,rtns ,,i rrrrrk \\it\ \al ill nt(rli()lt. I ltc
llcrLJliirli{rtl\ lrt':t.tr l{lrreert llta 5(15 .\s:rrr'il-
liLrrr. S \\'l{ \ rrrtrl lltr I'oint \ rL ltt ( lrrh l'lro
\\tr(' irlll)r()r( lt( rl t0 lr, 1lrt lro:1r.

I lre ilririrrr lortt' lr(rr]) S \\ ll \ ulrs
('totrr l)illlIr. llt(' \a(r'('l:lf\. ('('()t!a \\lt\
lr'\l)()tt\ilrlr' lrrt lltt L'sl:rlrlirltntettl,rl llle 505
( lrrrr tn \lrrtlr. Il, lrLrlt llrL lir:1 j(15 ol tltt
\lIi(i[] ({)lrliil('nt l).r( k in l()55 irr Illrorlr'sirr.

\l,riil lo-lrel$, r'il ltililt tltr l\rinl \ rrelrl
( lttlr lrrs llte Ilerrr'( ()nln()(l(rfr t I)inllrir'i.
(irrrirt Sntillr. itr(l t( l)1.\( l)1irrg llre :05 \sso-
r'litli()lt \\lrr tltr' tl)trrrrrrln. I lrrtllrr \\ itril Lrl llte
I lrrtrr llrl.

I ltr' r'illitL (rryiilil\itli()il fr'1 llll() l()l) raltr
.rl Ir,' l" :,nrilr'r' ',1 t lri. r,.r r

I lte 5()5 ( llrrr. rrpclrlrrtr lt(\ll llt(' I lnt\-
vrrrl. llrtttllt'tl lltr' sp,rrlrorrlrip. S \\'ll \ orllr-
ni\i'd tlr(' l)ulllt( r('l:rli()ll\ lrrrglt rrntl tlt(' l)()int

Brian Downham and John Hawkins. of
Loch Vaal, who put up the best South
African effort, lead Gitbert Vinches and
Patrick Connard of France in the pell.
mell sailing which characterised the
Kronenbräu 505 World Championships
in the open sea off Durban. The rugged
conditions were a convincing test of the
participants' international calibre . ..
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\\( r( Klt)rr'il1)1.|lr I l(lS i[]rl K!'' l)ir(. irll(l {)lllll
I,,t,1,,,,,, lrll,rlirll,,ll.rl !r)lt)l)rlli(\ sLlrll ltr
,z.rk. \lJl I rlrrtr. .\lir. S'l'llrrr. \ttl,rtlL t k.
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I r, il.lt lJ.rnk. \,rrrlik.r \,'.r1,. ll,'urrlr. St,llr(rl
\\;rl, lrL r. ( {rl\})( t l()l(. \\ rrr I r:,lrt. r.. I t. n. lt
Ill!ilr((filrr. \iiierr l{Lrrr I(,1. I.r.ri, l(i...
I{r perlt.rr ket .rlrl Srrlrlrtk.

Ilr,'tllrrk. ol lll r.rrlrtrrl\'l !() l(J 1lr(\r'
\l)\,lt\(rl\. \ill)()til \lt(!\( \ul)|{)lt ill! l(!.tllit
'.,,,r1,1 1 ,r.. r,. r r1r1r, ,.11,1

I rrr.rllr. .tll tlte irr.lrl. lr;rtl ,nlt\.(l ilt\l
' r ',lr.tl tltL l..r.lr .rt..

I ll, i,,l' \'l 1r(.r\Lttr! llrr' llr'L l .l N)
\.r!lrl\ s! nl lrr 1r,.1,., (,,i1111' ,',.1 lrr. le.rrl].
rrrrilt lltL l)rrrlr;ril [ lt(lr,t\\.ll! t !lLll)ll()u\e t], \l
,l,rrrt. I lt,, lloi,t rrl IltL rlLrlrltLrrrrr rr.r, rrr:ukr'rj
('tt1 \\l{ll s.itl tolet.iltLrr lL) \P('e(l il11 lll! \\{)lk

\ \\'l ('l li!'r.rrrrl lantl)litlr\ \\il\ \('Il \rLll
lrrrrrt | ',,'1,',,, l(,t llll\ llLlrl){r\e. \\( ll {)\.,r ll}(l
rrrilr ol rlrtl: \\r'l(, ll('.r\utarl rrnrl r lrr't kt.Ll. lr:
elrrlt r;t.ltl lr;rLl l,r rrtlrrrtrl 1]trLr'rrri1s,r1 rtrils
.nt(l l\\,1:rril: rrl sl)trr\ l(|t iltr.it\lllrrrr. lltrrr'ltLrll
\\clrrltl\ \\( rr' rrlr,' r 11,.1r,,1.

I lrts tnlrrnrt,rllt Lr\k \\ir\.rrlrirr.rl ll l)t ler
,1il(l lli\ lr'ililr irt t^ittr'1, \\( ( kr'lt(1.

I lre Itrr, lr rilL rtl \ ( r1r lr\ l'i.r lrr'yrrrr ttr
t''\L l]]lJl( lr .ilIrll 1,,\il. Iltrrr u.r. tr lltrr.l.rr:
li,rrtk. .r lrlrt. ir I('\1irlr.lrl llinrnr'(l l)\ \()lultl\'( r

l'\ ( u Nes. lill lll\l r'rriltPUlr't ciltil\iilt l()t l]t(.
((Jlill)Ulr'tI\,lli()t1 ol I('\llll\. lt l)tr'\\ iil)(l l)ul)ll-
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ABOVE: Bucketing through the chop as

they come up to the buoy are Ewald
Sternagel and Theo Senekal, Transvaal
Yacht Club, Bixby and Rosenfield, of
USA, and Gordon Williams and Paul
Mandel of Zeekoe Vlei Yacht Club.
RIGHT: The Tune-up Race winner
Jorgen Schonherr and Anders Kaempe,
of Denmark, cross at the line between
the Kronenbräu Buoy and the com-
mittee boat.
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TOP LEFT: The Amaricans swept th6 board
ono, two, three in ths tough offshore condi-
tions at Durban for the Kronenbräu 505
World Championships. From the left, Dan
Dunning and Dan Thompoon (skipper) who
filled the third slot. The world champions,
Davs Penifield, crew, Mrs J.P. Ballengere, wife
of tho Point Yacht Club Commodore who
prosented the prizes, skipper Steve Taylor,
Denis Surtoes, skipper, and Paul Cayard, his
crew, second. Denis is tho 505 President . . . .

MIDDLE LEFT: Maintaining boat speed in
th6 sloshy going was the sine qua non and
here are two South Africans, Robbie van
Rooyen and R. Bush in Super Tramp and
Harry Ellens and A. Ellens crewing Fiva, in
contention with France's B. and D. Oudard in
typical conditions.

BOTTOM LEFT: The mottlcomo French
contingont on parade. From the left Gsrard

Gr6, Bernard Oudard, Marcel Buflet, Philippe
La Crit, Patrick Berthier, Guy de Restreppo,
G ilbe rt Vinches, Jean Rimbert, Serge
Guillaume, Michel Leger, Philippe Serane,
crsw of M. Bulfet, Christian Lippi, French
crew for British skipper Phil Gilanes, CREW
KNEELING: Bernard Colinet, Oenis Oudard,
Rob€rt Leboritch, Philippe Demesmay, Jean-
-Fierra de Beaumont, Patrick Connard, Michel
Laugorotte, Pierre Fountaine, Yvos Br€zot.

ABOVE: With the flags of many nations
fluttoring, the husky Aussiss g8t one of their
racers down to ths wator's edge for launching.
BELOW: These are the men who came from
Britain to k6ep th€ Red Duster llying
high....

1s(
city caravan, a Wilbur Illis sltop attd. trt'
coursc, tlle ttrlrv-tlrntous Rotltrttatrs ( arlvatt
trrnl:tinittg I llc ( ()nt llltltl i( :rti()ll\ ( ('lttrr'.

'fltc yaclltsnlcn thcrnselves ltad 11o\\'
\t:lrted to urrivc. rrrlinly Årrrcric;rns and
r\ u st ra liu rt s.-l'lrc Pre-norlds Selcction I{cgirtta \ar 56
l,aehts takc to thc \\at!'r, 3l ol' tllcnl lron)
overscus. lt \\ls applrrcnt thut thc visilors
\r'orc. at tir\t. ir littlr n()n-plusscd rt lhc sirc ol'
thc srtrf itr l)urban. btrt [rv the ctttl ol tltc
rcgltt0 rll c0rrrPctit0rs lrutl lcurnt to harrdlc
this anglc.

l our racrs riere lteld in gcncrally good
conrlitirrns. lnd ()vorall rcsLtlts rvtrc: l. l;tltart
lli\l))' (tlSA)l 2. Jon Attdrorr ([]Si\)13, Rogt'r
l)orvn (Australia): 4. Scrgc (iuillaurnc
(lirancc): 5. Johrr (iuildcr (i\ustrllir): 6. .lirn
Wondolltck ([]SA).

'l'he I'irst Soutlr African lxrat uas suilccl bv
Rob Wilcox and rias placcd scvcnth.

,
*

b,to'
\

o)r(t)

:
-

I

o
't
Eoo

U)

6
GI

oro

å
=

I

o
'F
E

c,t)

stN

' arrrll'
ll 1

lrjf.'
-

oot

\
5A 6286

i i;-t l)

'Stilf;

7r'' ta
v-. '.+n;"'ftF,-

-, ia

6':
åt

i

,.- ..I

I

/r- r.'l'*r..

!,



Archives of Richard Grockett & Sailing Publications.
www.sailing.co.za - editor@sailing.co.za

?505

$''oc

firy

.\'i. L il,\'lll ri\,jLl l.Lll.lr. .rr ': 1,. j' '
rirrL \ \\ lrL, lL jt r,l i, . t, 1.1' i, ,1 r ri,'Lr:
\,,rrrl) Illll lr i'. I I I ,lL I : ll ,, ',
r.rrLr,l i,iii \ir',|,, , I I ,i r'il,rllr

r, l', t, 1,,r, Ll i',, 1.,',', I s,lr,,, lr. ,

l) rrlrr,l
\1r1'r r llr r I ir. 1 . ', ,t,l lr I i, t,, ,ir .

1r 't rrij tl, \ rtl\i r,.,1 .u,l,l,rrlr .r,t,l tit
\'t.r, ilt.r' .lr.,1r1r,.l lrtr ,1r11111.,1..,1 1,,,, ..111'

r,,.i f, i .i .. i.,1t 1 i rll
\,ir ,rrit, ' 1".,l,l ltr. \i)tLt l,rl.L I llr rtr:. .r'L,l
':I.ll'.,..,',.it,,

r,,r ir,l I lr, l). r'[.1,] il...ll. lrill .rr,,l ,,,,,i,
tlt, i,,r,l

\, it,,rlr, r l. 1' r' j l, ltr t,i tlr. i, .t ,,i ilr,
.r, . ltll,'ir I ir, ,'.'. rit'Ll.L 1't,\\1,(. lr,r l'().1
,' iit. it t. i,r i.i,r, i), \!| ,,\11,, 111,,r,.11 |1r
,,r .r,1. t.,i,L'. ,j'r ltr trrL l:r.t lrL,rl

I t rr,,r l|r|r, lj \\.r\ Llil(lr I l) ,\\Lil!. ii l! tlr
ilr ,r rrlr.rr I fr,lr.lrr|.|t \ltL l'i.r1l' ,.r r.
\\lillr .l llrrrr ,lr .i.rr

li :rrllr l,r, llt, ,fr. rl, .r.. \\it\ i.
l,'r,,rr \,it,rrlr,:t tl) r:r,.r i..r -- l(,,:,,.r l),,rrl
i\r.i.rlrrt l. \lri,..l'l,rls iIKt. 1. h.rrl
\tl.r,,rr i\rr.,i,li .. l'lrrl \lrlrrrrr'. rl Kr t,.
\i,r, l rl,' iL\\r l'I, \\1rrt, ilLr \.
It,,i, \.i1't, t I K r.'). \, ,l,rrr llri. s t \Lr..tr.rlt.L r 

)irt. \!,r, li,illiilliilt rl \\)
IIr, llrt \,'ltilt \ll\.r11 lt(,nlr'r.r' l{r.lt.,r,l .:ill

l,i!Lillft. lil\:, .1r" rl ll l, L\lililll ,ll,i
,i1,, li\tL t .itl iL 11, ,i l rllri l,'

r]r.'rr.Lri lir' l lrr, ir ,,'rrt l:,,.
l{,i\\(\.r tlt.t ,..,t. r,rirr'l llt.Ll rll,r

\\l li llL'j,' i'1,.r1.1 1i'.' ' ,rl ,i ., ir, l lr t

rt, tL lt, t, ,r: \i\, r\rl ': l''ltil, ,r''
.iil(l lJt, \ ',. ,. i r. irr'l i I L. ir ,rltri ll,'1
|.1 1 1, '|.r I ''

\1.r|,. , I I I ,r.lrl.rit r.., t, ,'l,l ]tiL,il,l.
L.l!ln!' ! ,1 11, 1,,i .11,,11 ri r, ll ,,ljt, l r, r, I .l

lllli\.rl \. l)ll, : ri,,tllr,l llr. rr,,:l,i
I lt, t, rr.r. 11, 1, l1 .1rr', ltl.riit rl .r. l,r \\ l),' 1ll!
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ABO\rE: The pair ol world charrrprons frorn
llre Urrrtecl States, Taylor and Penfielcl, calrn
and collected, have everything drawing t)eauti
fu l ly.
LEFF: Second in the world. Surtees and
Cayarcl, power along wrth a mainsail prrllinq
like a clraught'horse

AEOVi r lrerre (losrng of Oanatla chases alter
Ilrilarn's [\4rke I rngwoo(l with lrrst the tit)s of
lwo sarls showrrrg al)ove the ltrg srvell's r:rest.
RE LOW: I arrhanr I ove arrd Gold lrä1 the
rlrti[] As they fight rt ou1 witlr the USA's
{}txby arrci Hosertfrelr:l an<l an trnrclentitied
l)oal rn the {rtregrorrnd
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EELOW: Geof{ Meek and
Greg Davrs ol ZVYC failecl,
for onr:,r, lo get to terms
wilh th{r l)05s.
BOTT(r\1 \lJorld champions
Dave lr'rrrfield and Steve
Taylor , ()llect some of their
silvery.,r',: f rom Mrs Bellen'
g€ re.

505s
LE FT: Brian Gold and Alec
Lanham- Love.
RIGHT: Oldest man in the raco
was Bob Kyrwood, 64. Austra-
lia. who helped his son Geoff to
a fine fifth place.
BE LOW: lrene Gesing who skip-
p€red for Canada, crewed bY
husband Adam, with Ruth Tara,
USA, who crewed for hsr
husband Paul.

-å \i
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BELOW: John Hawkins and
Brian Downham who did
best lor SA - a 16th.
BOTTOM: Rob Willcox and
Ditmar Herrmann of VLC )
managed to stay in the top'
half of the fleet. . . 34
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It
incrt'dible l)oat \pc('d again gavc hirn tht'tdge
and he to()k tlrr: lcad uith orrly tnctrr'\ to gi).'l-aykrr crosscd tlrc linc tirst to takc ihc
racc, I 8 scconds in t'ront ot'schonhcrr.

Mclns.hilt' a baltlc s,as going on ti)r third
placc betuccn Danny'l'htinrpsirn and Klrl
Nilsson. Thonrpson managcd to kccp thc
Su'cdc covercd all thc uay up the bial as
Nilsson battlcd to lind a t\ay round. l]ut
Thonrp,son sailed on to takc third placc by
about 30 scconds frorn Nilsson.

Results front thc racc werc: l. Stevc
Taylor (tJS): 2. Jorgcn Schonhcrr (l)cnrnark):
3. I)anny Tlronrpson (t St: 4. Karl Nilsson
( Swcd('n ): 5. Marccl llul li't ( lrrdnc('): 6, Rogt r
Dour (Australia)l 7. phil Milancs 11r1iy;- 1;.
Dcnis Surlecs (LlK1; 9, Derek lrarrarrt (LtK)l
10, Mike Lingrvood (UK).

Ot' thc 8-5 yachls racing thcrc u.,erc l2
re tircments and thc tlrst Sorith At'ricarr honte
ruas Brian l)owrhanr, ot' Loch Vaal Club, thc
current national chanrpiorr. Hc \r'as I 8th.
DAY 4 _ FRIDAY

'l'hcrc rvas a deluycd starl to liritlav's racc
uhile the uind scttlcd dourr. Wlrr,n it did it
was blowing l -5-20 knots t'ronr the south \r.(,st,
uith a mclderatc srrcll on the sca.

..Bob l;rascr bcgan thc gatc start proccdurc
ot'f ('ountry ('lub bcacli. but as 

'tlt(, 
ll(,ct

h'gan to H() throuFh thc gatr. <_rnc yaclt passc<i
on lhr' urong sidc ()t thc pathl'indcr arid thc
general rccall signal u.ent.

Ät thc' sccond attcnlpt thc tlcct got a\.{,!ty.
uith Ahn Dtrdd tionr Singaport' tirsi throu[h
thc gatc.

At thc tlrst nrark, Anrcrican Stcvc lJcn-janrin \ras lcading t'r()m Denis Surter.s.
[nglishnran Mikc Linguood u,as third. u,ith
South Aliica's Alec Lrnhanr-l.ovc lburtlt
round.

The t'leet then headcd out lo sea and usccl
spinnakers to rcach back to the gybe nrark.
^ Benjamin was still leading, followed by
Surtees and Lingwood, but Sieve Taylor haä
moved into fourth place, closely fbllowed by
Britishcr Phil Milanes.

These fivc yachts pulled ahead of the r(,st.

. ('onditions began to dcterioratc. Visibility
clost'd in; it l)e came very cold and it startcä
raining.

Positions _c.h.qnged tiequently during thc
sausage leg. Phil Milanes iore his spinnakcr.
but-ttrough e-xpert sailing managed to hold
txs lltth place for thc rcst ot the ra1c.

Mcanwhilc Taylor was in l'ronl and ont,nc,d
up a big lcad. During the rcachcs hc w:rs ucil
over a mile ahead.

- In the.worsening conditions, yachts bcgan
to retuc. but Taylor sailed orr to take thc åec
comlbrtably.

Results for this race were: I, Stevc Tavlor((lSA):2, Denis Surrecs (USA):3, Sicvc
Benjamin (USA): 4, Jorgcn Schonhcri 1D"n-
mark): 5, Phil Milanes itlXl; 6, Mikc Unr-
w_ood.(UK): 7, Gcoff Kyrwood (Äustrllia); b,
Marccl__Buffet -(Ijrance)i 9, Lric Lockcyeai
(Hong Kong); 10, Roger Down (Australiai
DAY 5 _ SATURDAY

Conditions on the Saturday \{,cre very
light arrd flukey. The race was started, bui
stron al'ter the llrst mark, it was ahandoned.
The wind. had.died to just abour norhing arrd
rr,as suitching ha phazardly.
DAY 6 _ SUNDAY

In cornpL'tr. contrast. conditions the iol-
loling day werc good sitlr a 2O-knot soutlr-
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As thc f'lcct ntilled round the start arca the$rstcrly crntc tluough. Th(, countdown to
thc slart ltad bt'gun with about tlrrce nrinutes
to go when thc wind rose to about 35 knots
and-rhc sca was whippcd up into a frcnzy.

llob lirascr atloard the comntittcr, boat,
/,r'lo, kindly loancd lry Robr'rts (irnstruclion
lirr this evcnt, nladc the dccision to abandon
thc racc.

Thc yachts bcgan to bcat back to Veitchs
l'icr. soruc sailirrg undcr jib only.

Si\t('('D rcscue crat't \\.cnt into action to
hclp thc tlect. tnany of rvhonr hacj to bc
torlcd track.

. 
-l'lrcrc wcre r.apsizes and ntuch danragc t0

ilgglng und ellutpmcllt, but luckily notlring
scnous ellougll to put any yueht out of' thc
clta rtr p io ns hi ps.

.\ltlrough it was planncd to rc-start tll(,
racc htcr in thc day whcn the uind lrad
abalcd sorrrcu hat. thc timr' f actor was Jgainst
thc org:rniscrs and racing was canccllcd. "
DAY 3 - THURSDAY

(irnditions rvere alrnost perlcct on Thurs-
day rvith a l0-15 knot northcastcrly blowing
uuith a slight chop on thc sea.

-. l:irst.lhrough thc gatc rras Anrerican Argyl
('anrpbcll. Soon alter the start thc cntire tlöet

\wstcrly blorving. Ilntbrtunatcly thcrc rvas a

lrr'avv su'ell.
The tlcct got off to a good start and at thc

llrst mark l.nglishnran Mikc Platts u'as leading
from Stcve 'l aykrr. thc winncr ot'thc first trvo
raccs. Third rottnd rvas Jon Andrtrn, also frtlnr
Arncric:, and l\'likc Unguotld t'ront Britain
rvas fourth.

Taylor took the lcad during thc rrcrt
rcach, hut hit thc rtlarkcr httoy as hc attcnlpt-
cd to round it. ltndcr thc rtllcs hc had to
rc-bound and. in doirlg so, lcll back I 2 placcs.

Mikc I'htts took the lead again rvith tellorv
coulliryman Mikc Lingrvood scc<lnd. (icoff
Kvr*rrod ol Australia had crcpt into third
nlacc an<t Antt'rican lithan Bixby was fourth.' During thc sausagc-lcg Jon Andron movcd
up to e()ntc Mthin striking distanct' of thc
lc'adcr. und nrovcd to thc front at the top
mark.

Orr thc downwind run Kyrwood took ovcr
sccond place bchind Andron with Amcrican
Denis Surtces third.

At thc start ol the last trianglc Surtecs had
nrovcd into second and was challcnging
Åndrorr ibr thc lead.

Andron held on to his trarrow lead des-

1rratcl1 . Hc was constantly und('r tltrcat front
rhout lour boats. At thc start tlf thc last rt'ach
he u"as bcing pressured by Kyrwood of
Australia and Steve Taylor who had worked
his rvay back up though the fleet.

Surtces was putting in another challenge,
rvhcn the spinnaker pole broke and he fell
back.

Andron sailed on to takc thc race by a
mcre two boat-lengths from Kyrwood.

Results tbr the third racc were: l. Jon
Andron (USA): 2. Geoif Kyrwood (Austra-
lia): 3. Steve Taylor (LlSA): 4, lithan Bixby
(USA); 5, Mike Lingwood (UK): 6. Phil
Milanes (tlK): 7. Mike Platts (UK)l 8. Jorgen
Schonhcrr (Denmark)t 9, Dave White (l,lK):
10. Danny Thonrpson (USA).

Thc first South African homc was Brian
Downham of tlrc Transvaal and was placcd
I tirh.

DAY 7 - MONDAY
The nunrbcr scrven is lucky fbr ntost

pcoplc, but not ior thc yachtsnrcn olr this
icvt'nth day. Racittg rvas again abandoncd
bt'cause of high winds and hugt' seas. Botr
l;raser and hii te'am went oul to test th('
conditions and. aftcr nruch dcliberation' de-
cided that thcre rvould hc no racing that day.

F'INALDAY_8_TUF:SDAY
Thc l'inal day dawrrcd bright and sunny lirr

thc last racc of thc scrics. Stcvt' Taylor. rvith
his trvo firsts and a third. was now in an
unassailablc position as the new 505 World
Chanrpion.

Hor',ever. it was a diffcrent story lbr
sccond placc with any onc of l0 yachts able
to takc it. Racing. promised to be intr'resling
and provcd to bc just that.

('onditions wcrc on the hcavy sidc with a
south\\'csterly gusting to just over 20 knots
and a hcavl' su,ell running. Bob liraser short-
t'nc'd the coursc to a triangle, sausage and
bcat. I rom 74 starters in thc race therc wert'
25 retirenrcnts-

Thc tleet got away through the gate, wilh
Danny Tlrompson as pathfinder.

I\'lost yachts took the inshorc. starboard
tack u,hich proved to bc rnore advantagcous.
At tht' first mark. Slevr' Taylor rvas leading
liorn Danny Thompson u'ith Denis Surtees
third round.

Taylor. horvever, lrad madc an infringc-
mcnt on thc start linc and rctircd just aftcr
the first nrark. This n,as a sporting gcsturL' on
his part, so thal olht'rs racing could bettcr
tht'ir positions.

The l'lect was still clost'ly bunchr'd at the
lecward mark rvitlr Rogcr Do*,n of Australia
lcading from Antt'ricans Thontpson. Surtees
and Bill Pevear.

On the rrext l!'B ot' thc courst'. a rcach.
I)orn hoisted his spinnaker but \\'ith tllc
scvcre wind conditiorts he alnrost capsizcd and
his cockpit iilL'd u,itlr \\,atcr.'lhc lcad $.rs
norv taken up by l)ann1' l'lronrpson lith
l)enis Surlee's hot on his ltt'elr.
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^s 
the l'lcct roundcd thc buol' lor tlrt' last

bcat to thc linish linc. Tltonrpson kept Sur-
tccs covercd at t'irst but a wind shift in
Surtccs favour gavc hirn thc edgc and lte look
thc lcad with only mctres to go.
Results lbr the lburth race wcrc: I' Dcnis
Surlees (tiSA)l 2, Danny Thompson (USA)l
3. Rogcr Do$4r ( Australia ) I 4, Mikc Platts
(tlKl; "5. 

Stevc llc'njarnin (USA); 6, Gcolf
Kyru,ood (Australia): 7, Phil Milancs lLlK): 8'
tsill Pevear (IISA)t 9. l:ric Lockcyear (Hong
Kong): 10, Jorgen Schonhcrr (Dt'nnrark)i I I'
Alcc'- LanhantlLove ( South Atrica)l I 2.

Graham Thomas ( tlK).
This racc gave ovcrall second place to

Dcnis Surtees, and lhird place to Dilnny
Thompsorr. A clcan sweep ol thc l'irst thrcc
places-to Anrcrica. This is thc first tirne that
arr Anrcrican has beerr the World 505 Cham-
pion.

The prizes $ere prescnted at a dinner-
dance at Durban's l:langcni Hotel that night,
by Mrs Jill Bellengere, witt of the PYC
Conrmodore, Jerry.

At one point in the proceedings when the
Commodore was making his speech. hc men-
tioncd the OOD, Bob Fraser. Therc was an
imrrrcdiatc and spontaneous round of
applause. A clear indication that the visitors

rrl:rr' plcascd with tsob and his tcanr's rvork.
Whc'n Dcnis Surtccs reccivcd his trophy

tbr sccond placc. ht' said: "Norl what aboul a
round oi applausc for the 5l per cr'nt of a
505 tcanr thc crcw". Å good'point. \\hich
sas rvcll takcn.
CTNCLUSION

Was thc rcgatta a succcss'J Was it worth
the tinre and el'tbrt put in by countless
numbcrs of ptople''l A vcry dcfinitc. "Yl.S,
and thank you vL.ry ntuch lbr it" rvas thc
ansrvcr lrom thc yachtsnrcn spoken to during
tlrc series.

Danny 'l'honrpson found conditions hcre
vtry sinrilar to those in his nativc ('alifornia,
"cxccpt that thc \r'atcr's a l.)it warnrcr here".
and hc "cnjoycd the rr'gatta tremcndously".

I'hil Milancs front l ngland thought that
thc organisation was "latrtastic" and that
l)urban was u "really tiiendly town".

Dcnis Surtecs said ths Point Yacht Club
did a "rcally protessional job of regatta
organising". IIc rvcnt on t() say that it was a
pity tlrat thrcr' ol' thc raccs werr' blown out,
but he emphasised that the raccs had been
cance'lled for thc right reasorls.

This thought was cchoed by the vast \
majority of thc conrpctitors. 7-Ausiralian 

crewman. Don (iilcrest, spoke 58
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the l)anc, Jorgen
Schonhcrr wlto was leading by only tuo böatJen()nncrr wno \\as tcadtng l)y only t\.r'o l)oat
lengths t'rorn l..rrglishrrran Ro-h Napicr. -fhird
rourtd was Arncrican Stcvc Taylor from lcllowrourtd was Arncrican Stcvc Taylor from lcllow

ABOVE: Richard Parker and Barry Mayes of
VLC.
BELOW: Brothsrs from Rhodesia - Robin
and Jeremy O'Connor.

'vl' i
t. /l"(9

countrynlan Danny Thompson. At this point
tlle t'lect was srill close togCthcr.

Positions rcrnaincd lhc samr' till thc
second rerach rvhen Napier, using a twin pole
spinnaker systern. broke onc of'-the poles'and
tell back.

Moving into second was Stcve Taylor and
Derris Surtccs came into third plaöc, with
Danny Thontpson tourth.

At thc start of lhe sausage Jorgcn Schon-
herr rvas still lcading but wäs undir pressure
lrorn thc thrce Alncricans. On the run down,
Taylor and Surtecs nrisread the waves and
ovcrstood thc mark.

Tlrey both had to rcach back to round it
rnd this gave Danny Thompson his chance
and hc moved into sccrlnd place.

During the. la.st trianglc Schonherr lx,gan
to open up a big lead. At the leeu,ard ntark"he
$,as about 40 m ahcad of T'aylor, with
Thompson third and Karl Nils.son t'iom
Srvcdgn fourth.

Stevc' Taylor bcgan closing thc gap be_tlcen hintself and lhc Danc and at t6e end
ol' the lasl reach was u,ithin striking distance.

Schonlrcrr and Taylor startcd thc iinal
bcat to the tlnish line Mthin a ftrv boat
k-ngths of each other. Thcse lwo had now
drarvn clear ol the rcst of tht' l'lt'ct.

Schonhcrr attemptcd to covcr Tavlor and
did so tirr the f'irst li'u long taci<s. llut.
approaching the finish linc, Taylor vccrcd
au,ay frorn Schrrnherr into sonlc ciean air. llis
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atxrLrt Rl0. lurt hcrc it costs alruul R-5. We'vr'
rcall,v cnjoyed [r:ing hcrr"'.

()ood farc nls also nrcntioncd by Marcel
llut'tct of lrrancc, rvho described South
,\frican tirod and \r'inc ls "t'irst class". Praise
intleed lrorn a Parisian rvho is used to tlre best
in Irrench uines and cooking.

Wlry didn't Strullr Ålricln crr.u's do

IJrian Dou,nhant colllments: "As 90 ptr-
L'cnt ol' thc South r\tricun ,505 flect norrnally
*ril in the 'l'ransvaal on danrs and lakes, the
rvirlcr conditions had a lot to do s.ith it. l'ht'
guys just arr.n't uscd to lh(.sc trig srvells."

lirom this rr'gattt. l)urban has emt'rgcd as
d pr'rli'ct vetruc tirr lutrtre \\'orld chanlpion-
ships.'I'lre Point Yacht ('lub rvith its highly
proli'ssional organisation, txrtlr orr and ol't'the
w'r1l'r, has cstablisht'd itsell uorld-\\'ide as
grrli'ct hosts.

All competitors, ntany of uhonr werL' on
thcir first visit to thr'sc shores, are leaving
with favourablc inrpressions ot' South Al'rica.
A ferv lrc even plannirrg to return here later
tirr a holiday.

I ltis rt'gatte hls dtrtt.' an inlntcn\(' :lnl()unt
tirr South Africa in general and sport in
particttlar. It has [xcrr a triunrph ol'sport over
politics.

Soutlt Al'rican yachting n()\\' can only go
(Jn I'ronl strcngth t0 strL'nglh. I
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